Pet Lovers on a Budget

Lowering the Costs of Pet Care

________________________________

Pet owners are thrilled to bring home their new family member, but they usually aren’t nearly as happy to find out how expensive it is to feed and care for it. Too many pet owners don’t think ahead of time to consider whether they can comfortably afford the costs. Individuals on ODSP and other forms of social assistance—who greatly benefit from taking care of an animal—are rarely in a position to continuously outlay the kind of money necessary for medical procedures, food, and other built-in costs.

________________________________

As cute as a kitty is, that fuzzy little bundle of joy costs three sets of injections at about $55.00 each, right off the bat. Then comes the spaying and neutering, which can ONLY be done once the vaccination regimen has been completed and documented. For that service, figure $200.00. Without vaccinations, the cat turns into a kitten machine since it hasn’t been fixed. Then follow potential landlord problems, if the apartment is overrun with cat smells and a plethora of four-legged friends—including the threat of eviction. More strays are dumped into the neighborhood and into the animal shelters.

Besides initial medical expenses there are other start-up costs, which also frequently unforeseen. They include a cat cage for trips to the vet, at around $45.00. The cat box that holds the kitty litter is around $30-40.00. A monthly supply of litter, about $60.00.  Then there is the matter of cat food, which costs $40/month for cheap labels, and double that for a better brand. The first year can easily cost a cat owner $800-1,000.00. Dogs are even more expensive, and demand a more challenging level of care. 

What Pet Lovers on a Budget can do

Pet Lovers on a Budget will educate pet owners and adoptive foster parents—through its newsletter, web site and one-on-one information service—about strategies for minimizing costs of medicines, food, and paraphernalia. It will also furnish a comprehensive networking service that nurtures a sense of community and friendship between pet owners and foster parents. It is a community-building and social enterprise whose intent is to simultaneously benefit pet lovers, their pets, and society at large.  

Pet Lovers on a Budget will offer the following:

( Information on how to budget on a monthly basis before purchasing a pet, and how to otherwise prepare for the big event

( Information on what types of equipment to avoid, and what kinds to look for

( Where to get pets for free, or for next to nothing

( Where to get low-cost veterinary care

( Where to get food cheaply

( Recipes for making pet food at home

( Contact information for members’ favorite veterinarians

( Networking picnics for dog owners and dog lovers 

( Continuous networking opportunities. A data base and a web site will enable people to share their individual preferences and availability for foster care; recipes; solutions about pressing issues; recommendations on food brands and vets; suggestions for inexpensive toys; and other matters related to budgeted pet care. Our web site will even allow owners to post photographs of their pets!

