Ontario Veterinary Medical Association (OVMA)

www.ovma.org

The OVMA is an association that represents over 3,000 veterinarians in Ontario. It provides services to members such as, continuing education, public relations campaigns, government relations and provides discounted products and services to the member veterinarians.

The OVMA runs a program called the SafePet Program. Women who have to live in a shelter after leaving abusive partners are eligible for this program. Some veterinarians will take in pets for two weeks giving the women time to decide where to keep their pet. There are volunteers in the community who sign up at their veterinary clinic to be a foster parent for the pet(s) and care for them in their homes. They have access to veterinary care for the pets they are caring for.

Ontario Veterinarians also fundraise for the Farley Foundation, which helps people pay for veterinary services, such as operations, for their pets. Two hundred veterinarians raised $83,000 in 2006.

The OVMA website contains an animal education program for veterinarians and teachers called Teacher’s Pet. Another section on this website is for pet owners. There are many articles on pet care. We have reprinted one called “Fifi, Fido & Finances – The Cost of Owning a Cat or Dog in 2006”.

