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Diabetes in cats, as in humans, is a medical condition resulting in an excessive amount of sugar in the blood, caused by a deficiency of insulin (a hormone secreted by the pancreas). An estimated one in four hundred cats are affected.

Clinical signs include an increase in water consumption and urination. Weight loss and an increase in appetite may be noticed. Diagnosis is based on clinical signs, elevated blood glucose concentration in blood tests, and the presence of glucose in the urine. 

Diabetes is a treatable condition.

 Although long-term treatment requires commitment, it can be very rewarding to successfully manage this condition. Obese cats are more prone to develop diabetes and weight reduction can lead to resolution of the signs in some cats.

Although a small proportion of cats will respond to oral hypoglycemic medication, most cats will require insulin injections to control the diabetes. Most cats will require once or twice daily injection of a small dose of insulin. Syringes with very small needles are available which cause no pain to the cat, and within a short period of time the procedure becomes very routine. The condition and treatment must be monitored with the cat’s vet, partly through the collection of occasional blood samples. 

It should be noted that guardianship of a diabetic cat can be more expensive, financially, than that of a ‘normal’ cat. There are ongoing costs for items such as syringes, insulin and, in some cases, special diet food to help control blood glucose levels.

For more information please contact our Feline Services department at 416-392-2273, ext. 2460/2422, or email one of our Feline Services coordinators. You can also download a more detailed article about diabetes mellitus PDF
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